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Headline News

Coalition tries to keep SLPS students in school
New drop-out prevention initiative to focus on attendance
Nasheed seeks volunteers to stem dropout tide | the Grade | STLtoday
Fresh Start Academy part of SLPS' "Attendance Monitoring ...
Preventing school dropouts in the St. Louis Public School District 
Sumner High Community Fighting School's Closure
Teen mom wants an opportunity to beat the odds - STLtoday.com
Christmas comes early for St. Louis students 
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Magnet School Application Deadline Extended

Due to the closure of District offices from Monday, December 21, 2009 through Monday, January 4, 2010 for the extended holiday break and furlough day, the deadline for turning in a 2010-2011 magnet schools application has been extended through Tuesday, January 12, 2010. Any application postmarked or received by the close of business on January 12, 2010 will be eligible to be included in the magnet schools lottery, scheduled to be held on Tuesday, January 19, 2010, subject to change. The application deadline extension does not pertain to applicants selecting gifted programs, magnet high schools, and choice high schools. 
Elderly Receives Help from Annie Malone, Fanning Middle School, and Air National Guard 
By, Jahara N. Davis

Each year, especially during the holiday season, many organizations and individuals donate to Annie Malone Children & Family Service Center to help make Christmas wishes come true for children in need. This year, contributions will also serve the elderly in the community. The elves at Annie Malone dropped off 13 stuffed bags of non-perishable food items to the Gillespie Village Apartments, a senior citizen home, located at 4682 Labadie Avenue in the Greater Ville Neighborhood. “We are very fortunate to have partnered with wonderful schools such as, Fanning Middle School and organizations like the Air National Guard,  who believe in and share our mission, said Jahara Davis, Coordinator of Public Relations and Volunteers at Annie Malone. “It was a blessing to be able to help our seniors this year.”  

The center is currently planning for its 2010 food pantry initiative to help combat hunger among the senior population. Its recent partnership with Fanning Middle School, who donated 1,000 can goods, along with hundreds received from the Air National Guard will help the agency meet this need. The pantry will be located at the center’s administrative office building, 2612 Annie Malone Drive in the Greater Ville community. “It is our hope that we can develop a relationship with the St. Louis Food Bank to help us get off to a good start,” said Richard L. King, Chief Executive Officer of Annie Malone. The center encourages people to call 2-1-1 operators, supported by the United Way, who can direct callers to food, housing, employment, health care, and counseling assistance in their neighborhood. Times are tough but if we all help each other, we all can make it.
Yes, We Can Show We Care!

The sixth grade students at Shenandoah School sponsored a can good drive.  During the week of December 7th students from Pre-K – 6th grade brought in can goods.  These cans will be given to families within the school.  Twenty families were selected to receive can good baskets.  In addition to this project being a service project, students were engaged in learning activities which included:

· Collecting data from each classroom

· Creating classroom graphs and line plots

· Comparing data 

· Creating questions demonstrating an understanding of interpreting data.

This project started as a student project, but many staff members also contributed generously.  In one week students collected over 300 cans.  Congratulations to the Shenandoah Parents, Students, and Staff for making the Service Project a success.

Sumner Families Received Holiday Goodies 

In preparation for the winter break holiday season, Sumner High School kicked off our annual canned food drive on December 1st.  The holiday event was sponsored by the Courtesy Committee who received a generous (180 cases), truckload of goodies from the Salvation Army.  The goodies were distributed to the needy families of Sumner as well as some families in the Ville Community.  Students from the Avid classes served as elves in preparing the gift boxes for distribution.  Other participants included the 4th Ward Alderman Sam Moore, as well as many staff and students of Sumner High School.  
Woodward Students Before at St. Louis Altenheim

On Thursday, December 10, 2009, the fifth grade classes from Woodward School sang a Holiday Concert at St. Louis Altenheim.  The students sang songs, played their recorders, and shared some cool moves.  After the concert, they greeted residents, and later wrote reflective essays on the experience.  One student wrote, "I was a little nervous, but I did it.  When we got there and started to sing I was happy because they clapped and sang along."

Beaumont JROTC Cadets Visit Garrison Health Center 
Friday, December 11, 2009, Beaumont High School Army JROTC cadets performed a service learning field experience at Garrison Health Center, 2939 Magazine Street. Army Instructor Lorenzo Harris and Cadet Captain Kanazia Thompson selected and coordinated the service learning project as a way of giving back to the community. Garrison Health Center administrator and activities director praised the cadets for their inspirational performances.

 Highlights of the project include: 

 Meeting a recognized community need: Our project was designed to reduce the isolation many senior citizens feel from others, especially young people. Twenty JROTC students visited the nursing center, set up, performed a praise dance, sang Christmas carols, recited poetry, presented greeting cards, and socialized with the elderly. Students shared hugs and handshakes while the elderly commended them on their performances. 

Developing student responsibility: The student developed responsibility through studying and learning their lines and gestures at home. They created and designed their own uniforms, the practice schedule, and program sequence.

Special Thanks….

A special recognition is given to Ms. Erica Warren, a Special Educator at Gateway Institute of Technology, for teaching a professional development day on how to get DonorsChoose.org grants awarded. As a result numerous teachers applied for their first grants and were awarded funding. 

Upcoming Events
GREEN YOU FUTURE

The Division of Career and Technical Education is co-sponsoring a NEW 7th Grade program called Green Your Future.  It will focus on science careers such as green engineering/architecture, conservation, biofuels, renewable energy, geology, plant/earth science, climate science, botany and public health issues.  This program is in collaboration with the MO Botanical Garden, the Academy of Science of St. Louis and the Career and Technical Education Office.  At the MO Botanical Garden Commerce Bank Science Education Center, four professionals in the science areas previously mentioned will demonstrate their careers and the relevance of why science is so important to our future.   After the presentations, the students will have an opportunity to participate in a scavenger hunt at the MO Botanical Garden.

All the programs are from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM and the schedule for this year is as follows:

· January 15 – Langston, Bunche ISMS, McKinley

· January 21 – L’Ouverture, Lyon@Blow, Compton Drew ILC

· January 22 – Gateway Middle, Fanning, Carr Lane VPA

· February 18 – Long, McKinley, Peabody 

On February 12, a similar high school program for 9th graders will be offered.  Schools participating are Clyde C. Miller Career Academy, Gateway High, Roosevelt High School and selected students from Yeatman-Liddell Middle School.

If you have any questions about the program, please contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, Division of Career and Technical Education, at 345-5715.

St. Louis American Foundation to Host Healthy Happy Hour at Vashon

Thursday, January, 21, 2010, the St. Louis American Foundation and the Deaconess Foundation will be hosting a Healthy Happy Hour at Vashon Community Education Full Service School, 3035 Cass. This event is free and open to the public. Yoga stretching, line dancing, health tips, delicious food, music, and prizes will be available. 

BUDER BULLDOG CHALLENGE-Trivia Night

Friday, March 5th

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Questions start at 7:00 p.m.

Buder Elementary School, 5319 Lansdowne

Contact: Mr. Bill Wamser bill.wamser@slps.org for reservations Or Call (314) 352-4343

· $20 per person/$120 for a table of 8

· Soda and Snacks provided

· Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place finishes

· Additional prizes awarded for Best Appetizers, and Best Table Decorations

FIRST Robotics Season Begins!

The competition season begins with kickoff, Saturday, January 9, 2010, at the Saint Louis Science Center Planetarium.  Doors open by 8:15 AM and the worldwide telecast from Manchester, NH begins at 9 AM CST to announce the 2010 game.  [image: image1]
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